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Abstract: Recently, as epitomized by the International Classification of Functioning, Dis-
ability and Health (ICF), development and disability have gained clear recognition as
being the outcome of mutual interaction between the individual and the environment.
However, child-rearing support for developmental disorders to date has primarily been at-
tempts at promoting development or adjusting the environment as the result of multifari-
ous evaluation capturing the disorders as impediments to development of the child's
capabilities.

Following examination of the mutual interaction between the child (individual) and
caregiver (environment) giving rise to the variegated problems pertaining to development
seen in children today, we have been providing support focusing on the relationship be-
tween child and caregiver, which we call "support for relationship development".

Citing a number of concrete examples to illustrate problems in relationship arising be-
tween the child and caregiver, the following points are raised.

First of all, the ease with which caregivers resort to the dogmatic use of words in ap-
proaching children despite great deviation between the two in the way interest is focused
on some object. Second, the ease with which disparity can arise between the dual mentality
of dependence and independence present in both the child and caregiver. As a result, care-
givers may push a child towards independence just when the child is wishing for depend-
ence, or alternatively, may make excessive approaches to involve a child when the child
wishes to be alone.

Such divergence in communication cannot be minimalized simply as a problem with the
caregiver's child-rearing methods, as it is believed to arise from things such as the
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structure of communication per se or the dual nature {(ambiguity) of mankind. Moreover,

this divergence in communication is expected to become a large factor giving rise to serious

problems later on affecting the child's overall mental development including the develop-

ment of language cognition, illustrating our final point, that qualitative analysis of how

we are relating with the children is indispensable to the provision of child-rearing support

for children with developmental disorders.
Jpn. J. Med. Psychol. Study Infants, 13 (1): 29-39, 2004
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